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Research At HHS                       Research At HHS                       
What is AHRQ’s “Space?”What is AHRQ’s “Space?”pp
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AHRQ’s MissionAHRQ’s MissionQQ

Improve the quality safetyImprove the quality safetyImprove the quality, safety, Improve the quality, safety, 
efficiency and effectiveness of efficiency and effectiveness of 
health care for all Americanshealth care for all Americans



Core Values and PrinciplesCore Values and Principles

Focus onFocus onFocus onFocus on
–– Generation, Generation, 

SynthesisSynthesis andand–– Synthesis, Synthesis, andand
–– Dissemination of knowledgeDissemination of knowledge

C k t k h ldC k t k h ldConvene key stakeholdersConvene key stakeholders
Inform policyInform policy



The Health IT PortfolioThe Health IT Portfolio

Three Broad GoalsThree Broad GoalsThree Broad GoalsThree Broad Goals
–– Increase the use of electronic medication Increase the use of electronic medication 

management systems and technologies to support management systems and technologies to support 
prescription drug management.prescription drug management.

–– Develop and disseminate health IT evidence and Develop and disseminate health IT evidence and 
evidenceevidence--based tools to improve the utilization ofbased tools to improve the utilization ofevidenceevidence based tools to improve the utilization of based tools to improve the utilization of 
evidenceevidence--based carebased care

–– Develop and disseminate health IT evidence and Develop and disseminate health IT evidence and 
evidenceevidence based tools to improve patientbased tools to improve patient centeredcenteredevidenceevidence--based tools to improve patientbased tools to improve patient--centered centered 
health information management, particularly across health information management, particularly across 
transitions in care.transitions in care.



Health IT Research FundingHealth IT Research Funding

Over 175Over 175 projectsprojects andandOver 175 Over 175 projectsprojects and and 
demonstrationsdemonstrations
Focus on the Focus on the 
adoption of health ITadoption of health IT
Projects in 43 statesProjects in 43 states
Best practices that Best practices that 
can improve quality of can improve quality of 

AHRQ HIT AHRQ HIT carecareAHRQ HIT AHRQ HIT 
Investment: Investment: 
$216 Million$216 Million



AHRQ’s Telehealth ProjectsAHRQ’s Telehealth ProjectsQ jQ j

Nearly 10% of current grants andNearly 10% of current grants andNearly 10% of current grants and Nearly 10% of current grants and 
contractscontracts
Most projects focused on ambulatoryMost projects focused on ambulatoryMost projects focused on ambulatory Most projects focused on ambulatory 
care settingscare settings
Covered a wide spectrum of activitiesCovered a wide spectrum of activitiesCovered a wide spectrum of activitiesCovered a wide spectrum of activities
–– Remote service delivery/telemonitoringRemote service delivery/telemonitoring
–– TeleTele--consultationconsultation
–– Education (both patient and provider)Education (both patient and provider)



Current IssuesCurrent Issues

FinancingFinancingFinancingFinancing
–– Business case/ROIBusiness case/ROI
–– Reimbursement policiesReimbursement policiesReimbursement policiesReimbursement policies

Impact of regulation/licensingImpact of regulation/licensing
Security/Security/C fid ti lit /P iC fid ti lit /P iSecurity/Security/Confidentiality/PrivacyConfidentiality/Privacy

Technical supportTechnical support
ConnectivityConnectivity



HoweverHowever



Where HIT isWhere HIT is

Current HIT paradigmCurrent HIT paradigmCurrent HIT paradigmCurrent HIT paradigm
–– DataData--centriccentric
–– Record orientedRecord oriented

EncounterEncounter basedbased–– EncounterEncounter--basedbased
–– Service provider focusedService provider focused

To a large extent telehealth is viewed asTo a large extent telehealth is viewed asTo a large extent telehealth is viewed as To a large extent telehealth is viewed as 
a way of extending the current practice a way of extending the current practice 
model and as a discrete set of activitiesmodel and as a discrete set of activities



…and everyone else…and everyone elseyy

Current IT paradigmCurrent IT paradigmCurrent IT paradigmCurrent IT paradigm
–– Communication/networkCommunication/network--focusedfocused
–– FindFind--abilityability
–– ProcessProcess--orientedoriented
–– Consumer focusedConsumer focused

I thi d l h d t l h lthI thi d l h d t l h lthIn this model, where does telehealth In this model, where does telehealth 
begin and end?begin and end?



New challengesNew challengesgg

Identity managementIdentity managementIdentity managementIdentity management
Role of social networkingRole of social networking
WorkflowWorkflow
Interface designInterface design
Privacy/Confidentiality/Privacy/Confidentiality/SecuritySecurity



Funding OpportunitiesFunding Opportunitiesg ppg pp

Career Development (3Career Development (3--5 years)5 years)Career Development (3Career Development (3 5 years)5 years)
Dissertation Support (9Dissertation Support (9--17 months)17 months)
Program AnnouncementsProgram AnnouncementsProgram AnnouncementsProgram Announcements
–– R03 small research grantsR03 small research grants
–– R21 exploratory/development research grantsR21 exploratory/development research grants

R18 research demonstration grantsR18 research demonstration grants–– R18 research demonstration grantsR18 research demonstration grants
Competitive contractsCompetitive contracts

http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/



Questions?Questions?

http //healthit ahrq gohttp //healthit ahrq gohttp://healthit.ahrq.govhttp://healthit.ahrq.gov
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