Telerehabilitation SIG Executive Committee
Conference Call Minutes

Dec. 19, 2006

Participating: Jordana Bernard, Dave Brennan, Janet Brown, Ellen Cohn, Sue Palsbo, Deb Theodoros.

I.
Updates


The SIG web page has been updated. All SIGs were asked to complete a power point template providing information about their SIG and their area of focus. The group agreed that our power point was ready to post. Janet will give to Jordana for posting.


13 submissions for the annual conference related to telerehab were received—about the same as last year. Eight were accepted--there will be one panel, 4 roundtables, and 3 posters.


The Wikipedia entry on telerehabilitation has been expanded. People are still invited to add more information, particularly on technology.


Dave participated on a panel at the recent Industry Briefing, which was well received. 


No contact has been made yet with RESNA to see if there is any area of mutual interest or exchange. Dave will make contact with their SIG, and speak with a contact (Gerben DeJong) about whether the American College of Rehabilitation Medicine or the American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation have any activities involving telehealth.

II.
Progress on Annual Goals


Reimbursement and CPT codes. CMS will not accept rehab providers as eligible providers of telehealth until Congress expands the list of providers. This won’t happen until CMS releases its report to Congress. ATA’s policy committee is working to push for this.


Connection with other SIGs. Suggestions include participating on the next Home Health SIG conference call to see if we can do a brief presentation on applications of rehab in home health, and putting information on the Home Health listserver. Human Factors is our other targeted SIG. Jim Katzenstein, SIG co-chair, is facilitating a research forum at the ATA meeting that may be an opportunity to exchange ideas.

Foster member involvement. Dave will post monthly updates, trying to get our membership to be more interactive.


Bibliography and resource list. Deb will update our bibliography every 6 months. She will ask SIG members to send her references and will send the updated bibliography to Jordana for posting. 


Policy documents. AOTA and ASHA’s documents are linked from our page. Janet will explore links to Canada’s SLP telehealth policies. There are currently no other association policy documents that we are aware of.

III.
Action Steps


Janet: 
Send power point to Jordana



Follow up on Home Health conference call time with Jordana



Get links to SLP telehealth policies in Canada



Update quarterly goals



Schedule next conference call for Feb-March

Dave:
Contact RESNA, ACRM, AAPM&R



Send out monthly message to listserv

Deb:
Update bibliography and send to Jordana
